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Welcome to the July 2018 bulletin.  This month’s
edition includes information on the latest polling on
public support for Assisted Dying, as well as an
update on the Noel Conway case. 

Feel free to pass this bulletin on to interested friends
and colleagues, all members can help us achieve our
long-term goal of a change in legislation by helping
to raise awareness of our work. 

We welcome feedback and comments from our
members on the newsletter and activities, and as
such we would love to hear from you. Please like and
share our Facebook and Twitter posts to help us
spread our message.    
.     
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The Court of Appeal has rejected Noel
Conway’s bid to challenge the current law
on assisted dying.  

SUNDAY TIMES POLLING 
The Sunday Times recently reported on the
findings of a poll carried out by Panelbase
which found that a third (33%) believe
doctors often fight too hard to keep old
people alive, leading to a medicalised
existence long after any joy in their lives
has gone. Just over a quarter (26%) disagree
with that view while 28% neither agree nor
disagree and 13% don’t know. 

About seven out of 10 (71%) would support
a change in the law to allow a doctor to
help end the life of someone in severe pain
with only a few months to live, while that is
opposed by 10%, 12% say they don’t
support or oppose it and 8% don’t know. 

There is also support for assisted suicide in
more controversial circumstances. Some
40% would back it where someone only has
a few months to live even if they are not in
severe pain, while that step is opposed by
about one in five (22% ), 27% are neither
supportive or against and 12% don’t know. 

Assisted suicide to help end the life of
someone with a severe life-limiting
disability who might still live for years is
backed by 43% and opposed by 18%, while
a quarter (25%) say they don’t support or
oppose it and 14% don’t know. 

NOEL CONWAY UPDATE 

The Court of Appeal did however reaffirm
he High Court’s previous judgment that the
courts have the authority to make a
declaration of incompatibility between the
1961 Suicide Act (which criminalised
assisting someone to die) and human rights
legislation. After the decision Noel Conway
said: 

“I am naturally disappointed by today’s
judgment, though it was not unexpected. I
fully intend to appeal it with the support of
my legal team. 
“This illness has already taken away my
ability to breathe independently and I am
now almost completely immobile. I know it
will also rob me of my life, and I have
accepted that. But what I cannot accept are
the options I am faced with under the
current law. I am told that I can choose
between letting nature take its course until
I am completely unable to move or
communicate; hastening my death by
removing my ventilator with no guarantee
my suffering can be completely relieved;
attempting to end my own life at home in
potentially painful and traumatic
circumstances; or making the arduous and
expensive journey to Dignitas and risking
prosecution for any loved ones who
accompany me. It is barbaric to force me to
decide between these unacceptable
options. 
“I will keep fighting for myself and all
terminally ill people who want the right to
die peacefully, with dignity and on our own
terms. I want to thank my family, friends
and members of the public who have
shown such overwhelming support and
who continue to spur me on in this fight.” 

You can support Noel’s crowdfund here.  

http://www.euthanasia.cc/97-1dvd.html
https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/news/adults-with-incapacity-reform-response/
https://secure.dignityindying.org.uk/noel-conway-crowdfunder
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The Catholic Parliamentary Office are
encouraging those on their mailing list to
contact MSPs and MPs to  make their
position known on Assisted Dying.  As such
we are encouraging all members in who
haven't been in  contact  with their MSPs or
MPs recently  to get in touch with them (if in
Scotland please contact both list and
constituency  MSPs). Please let them know
your position and why you are supportive of
Assisted Dying and ask them about their
position.   

If you would like any further information on
what to include in your letter or need
contact details for your MSPs or MPs please
contact us by email at info@friends-at-the-
end.org.uk or check out the members area
of the website for contact details.  

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
REPORT ON POWERS OF
ATTORNEY AND ADVANCE
DIRECTIVE FOR INCAPACITY
In November last year Adrian Ward spoke
to the CPG on End of Life Issues about a
forthcoming Council of Europe report, this
has recently been published and can be
found here . 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS -
SPAIN  
Spain has taken a step towards becoming
the first Catholic country in southern
Europe to legalise euthanasia by passing a
draft law giving citizens the right to die. 

The Bill proposed by the new Socialist
administration and passed by 208 votes to
133.  The proposal will be debated before it
returns for a final vote and could be law
next year.  The draft law stipulates that a
person can choose to die if they have a
serious and terminal illness or a chronic
severe disability, they must be Spanish or
legally resident.  

CONTACT YOUR MSP/MP

ADVANCE DIRECTIVES

A recent story on the BBC (which can be
found here) about a woman who was kept
alive against her will shows that even with
an Advance Directive its essential to keep a
copy with you and make sure family and
friends have it as well as your doctor. As
there is no central repository for Advance
Directives there is no guarantee that giving
it to you Doctor alone will ensure your
wishes are adhered to.  

Further information on Advance Directives
can be found in the resources section of our
website. 

CPR

A recent report in the Guardian highlights
issues with CPR for those facing the end of
their life. The report states that the number
of CPR recipients that actually leave hospital
alive is very small.  The full report can be
found here.  Information on DNACPR can be
found in the resources section of our
website at www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk 

http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article211636699.html
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cdcj/activities/powers-attorney-advance-directives-incapacity
https://theconversation.com/what-does-a-good-death-look-like-when-youre-really-old-and-ready-to-go-96589
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-coventry-warwickshire-42240148
https://www.theguardian.com/healthcare-network/2016/feb/03/casualty-cpr-fails-cancer-doctors-let-patients-die
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS -
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

4/09/18, 6.00pm - Cross-Party Group on
End of Life Choices, Speaker Mark
Hazelwood Scottish Partnership for
Palliative Care please email info@friends-
at-the-end.org.uk to confirm your
attendance  

5/9/18, 9.15am - Conversations about
Death and Dying, Friends at the End
Conference, COSLA Conference Centre,
Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh.  To book a
place click here and enter the code
Members-code. 

21/9/18, 10.30 am  - Tayside Local Group
Meeting, Number Ten, 10 Constitution
Road, Dundee, DD1 1LL  

13.10/18, 2pm - FATE/MDMD
Meeting, Professor A C Grayling CBE, one
of MDMD’s newly appointed patrons, will
be speaking on “Choosing to Have the Life
and Its End that Belongs to You.” Sarah
Fell Room at Friends’ House, 173-177
Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ booking is
essential, registration details will be sent
to members in due course.  

https://www.picatic.com/event15264108904849?code=Members-code

