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Welcome to the May 2018 bulletin.  This month’s

edition unfortunately contains the sad news of the

passing of David Donnison, along with an update on

the work we have been doing, updates on legal

matters, international news and upcoming events.  

Feel free to pass this bulletin on to interested friends

and colleagues, all members can help us achieve our

long-term goal of a change in legislation by helping

to raise awareness of our work. 

We welcome feedback and comments from our

members on the newsletter and activities, and as

such we would love to hear from you. Please like and

share our Facebook and Twitter posts to help us

spread our message.    

.     
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David Donnison, was Emeritus Professor
at the University of Glasgow, wrote, with
Caroline Bryson, the chapter on
euthanasia in British Social Attitudes. the
13th Report, edited by Roger Jowell and
others. (Dartmouth, 1996). It was
Donnison's connections which enabled
euthanasia to be included as a study area
for the first time in this national Study. 

A lifelong champion of the poor, the
homeless and the unemployed, Donnison
has focussed his internationally renowned
skills in Social Policy & Administration to
the dilemmas presented in attempting
reform for voluntary euthanasia to the
great benefit of VESS. His engagements on
behalf of the Society have included
representing VESS at political party
conferences and he has also been active
penning articles on euthanasia for the
press. He joined the VESS Executive
Committee four years ago and presently
serves as our Vice-Convener.  An article
written by David on this subject can be
found here. 

DAVID DONNISON
OBITUARY
David Donnison one of the founding
members of Friends at the End passed
away at the age of 92 on 28th April 2018.
 David  was one of the most prominent  
figures in British social policy in the second
half of the twentieth century. 

His wide-ranging contributions as academic
and author, first chair of the Social Policy
Association, chair and member of public
commissions, and sought-after adviser left
a huge mark on public policy and debate in
the fields of housing and town planning,
education, health, social services and social
security. 

Most notably, he was a deeply committed
egalitarian in deeds as well as words, who
deplored the pain and loss of opportunity
experienced by those suffering from
continuing poverty in Britain. His work was
always based on direct contact with the
people whose lives he thought about and
discussed. As he wrote himself, ‘To “target”
resources at poverty-stricken groups,
without first listening to what they have to
say about their own situation – and giving
them some power in deciding what shall be
done about it – is likely to be fruitless’. And
he insisted on seeing people’s lives as they
see them themselves: as a whole, linking
together aspects often treated as different
academic specialisms. 

In his later years he became a strong
supporter of advocacy on behalf of
marginalised or disempowered groups. His
book Speaking to Power (2009) is an
eloquent account of the advocacy
movement that was to bear fruit
in Scotland. That country’s independent
way of doing things fitted David’s instincts
so much better than conservative England. 

CROSS PARTY GROUP ON
END OF LIFE CHOICES

The next Cross-Party Group will take place
on Tuesday 4th September at 6pm and
will hear from Mark Hazelwood Scottish
Partnership for Palliative Care and Dr
Lonny Shavelson from Bay Area End of
Life Options. 

http://www.euthanasia.cc/97-1dvd.html
https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/news/adults-with-incapacity-reform-response/
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A Californian judge has thrown out
California’s Medical Aid in Dying legislation
ruling that lawmakers did not have the
authority to pass the legislation during a
special session on healthcare. This
judgement is being appealed by the
Californian Attorney General but at this
time it is no longer legal for a physician to
assist a patient to die, more information
available here. 

GUERNSEY UPDATE 
We're disappointed that the requête in
Guernsey has been voted down by State
members. 

By attempting to legislate for assisted
dying, Guernsey has shown compassion
and leadership and attracted applause and
solidarity on the world stage. 
Stakeholders as far as Australia and the
USA engaged with the process on the
island, offering support to members
proposals and working with campaigners. 

The members supporting the requête are
to be applauded for their empathetic and
professional approach to dying peoples
predicaments, at the heart of this debate
was always care and concern for terminally
ill islanders and the hope of providing them
with reassurance and a good death. 

Unsurprisingly, much of the opposition was
ill informed and reliant on hypothetical
scenarios which have not played out
overseas. Much can be learnt from
jurisdictions in Europe, the USA, Canada
and Australia - all countries who have
grasped the nettle and legislated for
assisted dying based on the needs of their
own citizens. 
It is encouraging that conversations around
death and dying have opened up as a result
of the Guernsey assisted dying requête and
we are hopeful that this comes back as a
major election issue in 2020. There is
already a majority support amongst
candidates in Jersey and we offer our
continued support to members and
campaigners looking to take this issue
forward. Momentum is growing globally
and we look forward to the day when dying
people have the choice of an assisted death
to ease their suffering. 

WHAT DOES A GOOD
DEATH LOOK LIKE WHEN
YOU’RE REALLY OLD AND
READY TO GO? 
What does a good death look like when
you’re really old and ready to go? 

Dr Naomi Richards from the University of
Glasgow has written an article about ‘what
does a good death looks like when you’re
really old and ready to go?’ following the
death of David Goodall who travelled from
Australia to Switzerland for an assisted
death at the age of 104. This can be found
here. 
A further article on frailty can be found at
http://healthydebate.ca/opinions/frailty-
and-maid 

CALIFORNIA JUDGE RULES
MEDICAL AID IN DYING
ILLEGAL

20 YEARS OF MAID IN
OREGON
 It’s 20 years since Oregon passed their
Medical Aid in Dying legislation more
information on this campaign can be found
here. 

http://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article211636699.html
https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/wp/wp-admin/post.php?post=3808&action=edit
https://theconversation.com/what-does-a-good-death-look-like-when-youre-really-old-and-ready-to-go-96589
http://www.wweek.com/news/state/2017/10/31/how-oregonians-won-the-bitter-battle-for-the-right-to-die/
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These politicians also ignore that the police,
which as to DIGNITAS’ experience is doing a
good, careful and responsible job in
investigating cases of Britons who travelled
to DIGNITAS, would prefer to do more
sensible work than having to disturb
mourning loved ones because of an
outdated law that treats them as criminals. 
Politicians’ ignorant and irresponsible stand
causes costs for the public, due to the
unnecessary work that the police and the
Crown Prosecution Service have to do. 

It also causes costs for the individual and
his loved ones in preparing and making the
journey to DIGNITAS – even if DIGNITAS
waives all costs for individuals in a dire
financial situation, as it is possible in line
with the non-profit status of DIGNITAS. 

On top of it all, these politicians’ ignorance
pushes people in despair to take matters
into their own hands and try high-risk
suicide attempts: going in front of a train,
jumping off a high building, shooting and
poisoning oneself, and so on. In most cases,
such suicide attempts fail, with tragic
consequences for the individual and
traumatic impact for the family and third
person such as train drivers, emergency
rescue teams, etc. In some cases, elderly
couples will ‘help each other’, one of them
committing a crime and both facing the risk
of failure. Is leaving an individual no other
option than making use of such horrible
methods what these politicians see as
‘dignified’ and ‘protection of life’? They are
hypocrites. 

STATEMENT FROM
DIGNITAS
On 2/5/18 Dignitias issued the following
statement following the death of the 394th
UK citizen. 

Ignorance, irresponsibility and hypocrisy –
How a majority of UK politicians violate
human rights and create suffering and
costs 

For many years, there have been various
attempts in the UK to implement the right
of people to choose their final day when
suffering from a severe illness. A majority
of UK politicians keep ignoring the wish of
the public for freedom of choice in ‘last
matters’, thus violating basic human rights
and creating immense suffering and costs.
It is time they are held responsible for their
ignorant, irresponsible and hypocrite stand. 

Just over a week ago, once again an
individual from the UK has travelled to
DIGNITAS – To live with dignity – To die with
dignity, for having access to the human
freedom and right to decide on time and
manner of his own end of suffering and life,
as it has been basically acknowledged by
the European Court of Human Rights in
2011. This freedom and right has been
violated by the UK once again – for the
394th time now. 
A majority of UK politicians ignore that
these journeys cause a lot of suffering for
the individual and his family and friends.
Not only is it very hard for someone already
in a deplorable health situation to travel
abroad. It all has to take place in secret and
with fear, as it is shadowed by an absurd
law that threatens to criminalise loved ones
who give their compassion and care –
something which every suffering individual
deserves. 

https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/wp/wp-admin/post.php?post=3808&action=edit
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Heather then discussed the work FATE are
doing in Scotland. Unlike in England and
Wales, there is no specific crime of assisting
suicide. Two recent cases of people helping
others to die have been quashed. FATE
believe cases like these show the failings of
the Scottish law. It is untenable to leave it to
the Court and Sheriffs to decide individual
cases. FATE is working closely with MSPs
and is providing the secretariat for a new
cross party group on assisted dying. Slides,
description and audio of the talks are
available here.  

The Q&As which followed demonstrated the
very similar objectives of MDMD, FATE and
HumanistsUK. Over the past year our 3
organisations have been working
increasingly closely on right to die issues. 

STATEMENT FROM
DIGNITAS CONTINUED
Coming close to 400 Britons who have been
forced by such politicians to go to
DIGNITAS, it is time to call a spade a spade:
To obstruct the implementing of assisted
dying in the UK is ignorant, irresponsible
and hypocrite. Opposing politicians violate
human rights and freedoms. They are paid
with tax money to represent people - which
they no longer do. They need to be held
responsible for their inactivity on
something the large majority of people
have wished for a long time: the right to
pass away by choice and in peace at one’s
home surrounded by loved ones. 

It’s time to change the law. In the next
election, these politicians do not deserve a
supportive vote anymore. It’s time to
replace them by more responsible, humane
and real representatives of the public. 

UPDATE ON MDMD/FATE
JOINT MEETING
The hall was full to hear Richy Thompson
from Humanists UK and Heather Williams
of Friends at the End talk about the work of
their respective organisations. Richy gave a
clear overview of the legal cases around
assisted dying over the past 16 years. He
put the contributions of Diane Pretty,
Debbie Purdy, Tony Nicklinson, Paul Lamb,
Noel Conway and Omid T. in context,
explaining how they were challenging
Article 8 of the European Convention on
Human Rights.  

CONVERSATIONS ABOUT
DEATH AND DYING

Friends at the End are holding a CPD event
for legal, medical and social care
professionals on 5th September 2018.  The
event will include a keynote presentation
from Dr Lonny Shavelson from the Bay
Area End of Life Options, as well as
presentation by Dr Naomi Richards of
Glasgow University, Adrian Ward and
Professor Celia Kitzinger more information
can be found here.   

We have a number of reduced cost tickets
for members if you would like further
information on this contact info@friends-at-
the-end.org.uk. 

http://www.mydeath-mydecision.org.uk/info/lectures/april-2018-huk-fate-lecture/
https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/wp/wp-admin/post.php?post=3808&action=edit
https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/wp/wp-admin/post.php?post=3808&action=edit
https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/events/conversations-about-death-and-dying/
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

As part of Good Death Week (an initiative of
Good life, Good Death, Good Grief), Friends
at the End’s Tayside Group hired the
Friendship Hall of Dundee West Church on
17thMay for an afternoon of chat about
death and dying.   

Small-group discussions, on everything
from how we want to be remembered and
what music we want at our funerals to
whether assisted dying should be legalised,
provided a thought-provoking and
enjoyable afternoon for the 17 participants. 

People enjoyed it so much that some are
already suggesting we do it again soon,
which proves the assertion that talking
about death isn’t too morbid for a sunny
afternoon.  Whether or not we believe there
is another life beyond this one, we know
that we will each face our own death one
day.  Sharing our thoughts about this
universal truth feels much healthier than
pretending it won’t happen. 

People left with copies of the GLGDGG’s
“Conversation Menu”, which was used at
the event, and some participants said they
plan to use it as a trigger for conversations
with other groups, so perhaps ripples from
our event will spread outwards and get lots
of people having these chats.  It has to be
healthier to discuss the inevitable, than to
pretend it won’t happen. 

If talking about death is made easier then
talking about assisted dying will also be
made easier.  Details of our next Tayside
Group meeting were given out at the event
and there are a few people thinking of
joining us. 

TAYSIDE GOOD DEATH WEEK

The University of Otago organised a
citizens jury on whether or not to legalise
euthanasia and assisted dying in New
Zealand resulted in two thirds of jurors
supporting and one third opposing a law
change. More information can be found
here. 

A CITIZENS’ JURY ON
EUTHANASIA

22/06/18 , 10.30am - Tayside Local Group
Meeting, Number Ten, 10 Constitution
Road, Dundee, DD1 1LL 

11/07/18, 6.30pm - Edinburgh Local Group
Meeting, Scottish  Arts Club, 24 Rutland
Sq, Edinburgh,  

4/09/18, 6.00pm - Cross-Party Group on
End of Life Choices, Speaker Mark
Hazelwood Scottish Partnership for
Palliative Care please email info@friends-
at-the-end.org.uk to confirm your
attendance  

5/9/18, 9.15am - Conversations about
Death and Dying, Friends at the End
Conference, COSLA Conference Centre,
Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh.   

13.10/18, 2pm - FATE/MDMD
Meeting, Professor A C Grayling CBE, one
of MDMD’s newly appointed patrons, will
be speaking on “Choosing to Have the Life
and Its End that Belongs to You.” Sarah
Fell Room at Friends’ House, 173-177
Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ booking is
essential  

https://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ourchangingworld/audio/2018646022/a-citizens-jury-on-euthanasia

