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Dear Friends,    

Welcome to the April 2018 bulletin.  This

month’s edition contains, an update on the

work we have been doing, updates on legal

matters, international news and upcoming

events.  

Feel free to pass this bulletin on to interested

friends and colleagues, all members can help

us achieve our long-term goal of a change in

legislation by helping to raise awareness of

our work. We welcome feedback and

comments from our members on the

newsletter and activities, and as such we

would love to hear from you.  

Please like and share our Facebook and

Twitter posts to help us spread our message.  
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The Scottish Parliament’s Equality and
Human Rights Committee recently heard
evidence on Assisted Dying, this followed the
submission of evidence by Friends at the
End, Humanist Society Scotland and Dignity
in Dying calling on the Scottish Parliament to
address the Human Rights of those facing
the end of their lives. You can read our
submission and learn more here.   

EQUALITY AND HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMITTEE   

The legislation around Data Protection
and our ability to process data and to
communicate with you is changing on
25th May, we have recently contacted all
members asking you to confirm how you
would like us to keep in touch with you.  If
you haven’t returned this by the 25th May
we will be unable to communicate with
you, 

if you have any queries about this please
contact Sophie on membership@friends-
at-the-end.org.uk  

ADULTS WITH INCAPACITY
REFORM CONSULTATION 
The Adults with Incapacity Reform
Consultation closed on 30th April, Friends
at the End submitted a response to this,
you can download this from our website
here. 

GDPR

NOEL CONWAY UPDATE  
Noel Conway’s case is due to be heard in the
Court of Appeal from the 30th April to 4th
May. It was announced last week that
Humanists UK had been given leave to
intervene in the Court of Appeal hearing.
Further information can be found here.   

GOOD DEATH WEEK
14th-20th May marks Good Death week, it is
an opportunity for individuals and
organisations to promote the positives of
living in a society where people can be open
about dying, death and bereavement.
 Events to discuss death and dying are being
held across the country more info can be
found here. 

We are encouraging members and local
groups to hold events. Please get in touch if
you’d like to arrange something.   

LETTER WRITING GROUP
Our small group of letter writers have had
their letters published in The Scotsman,
The Herald and The Courier. Well done
and thanks to them all. If you would like to
join this group please get in touch with us.  

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/106453.aspx
https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/news/adults-with-incapacity-reform-response/
http://www.politics.co.uk/opinion-formers/humanists-uk/article/humanists-uk-to-intervene-in-conway-assisted-dying-case-at-c
https://www.goodlifedeathgrief.org.uk/blogs/good-death-week-events-2018/
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“The approach taken by the politicians in
Guernsey has been different to what we
have seen elsewhere but ensures that the
details of the final implementation would
be taken by a varied and diverse working
group who could overcome the legal,
medical and ethical questions which arise
from this kind of change.”  

“As secretary of the Cross Party Group in
the Scottish Parliament on End of Life
Choices it is important we reach out with
other jurisdictions on these issues to build
our own understanding.”  

“Although the Assisted Suicide Bill was
defeated by the Scottish Parliament during
its last term, support doubled from
previous efforts.  Since the new
Parliament was elected in 2016, we have
had numerous conversations with new
and returning MSPs and detect even more
support for action on this issue in
Scotland.”  

“I look forward to sharing our own
experiences to date as well as my
knowledge from studying similar laws
around the world, and to learning more
about the approach Guernsey States
Members are considering and if these
could be adapted to Scotland in the
future."  

“Leadership on this important issue of
self-determination by a small jurisdiction
such as Guernsey reflects positively on
them as a compassionate, mature,
progressive place.”  

GUERNSEY

Amanda Ward CEO of Friends at the End
visited Guernsey to meet with politicians,
press, law officers and campaigners who
are looking to take forward legislation
there.  

The invitation to Ms. Ward to meet with
legislators came after Guernsey States
Member, Gavin St. Pier, proposed a
resolution for the island which will ask
representatives to grant in principle
agreement that Guernsey will introduce
some form of legal regime for Assisted
Dying.  Were this to be passed a working
group of doctors, ethicists and others
would develop the legal regime which
would then be implemented.  

Having led the fight on the Assisted Suicide
(Scotland) Bill in 2015, which saw support
amongst MSPs double for a change in the
law, Friends at the End is uniquely placed to
explain and help representatives in
Guernsey understand the various concerns
which come up when politicians consider
such contentious legislation. Friends at the
End believes that all of the legitimate
concerns people have can be overcome by
ensuring sufficient safeguards are in place
at a medical and legal level.   

This would ensure medically assisted dying
was available to all mentally competent
adults with a terminal illness or incurable
condition provided it is only at their own
request. Before leaving for Guernsey,
Amanda said:  

https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/wp/wp-admin/post.php?post=3808&action=edit
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8/5/18, 7pm-8.30pm  - Fife Local Group
Meeting, Donating our body to Medical
Science,, Dell Farqhuarson Centre,
Dunfermline  

17/05/18, 2pm - Tayside Good Death Week
Event, Dundee West Church, 132 Perth
Road, Dundee, DD1 4JW, Please let Moira
Symons know  if you plan to attend by
emailing Symons.moira@googlemail.com 

22/06/18 , 10.30am - Tayside Local Group
Meeting, Number Ten, 10 Constitution
Road, Dundee, DD1 1LL 

11/07/18, 6.30pm - Edinburgh Local Group
Meeting, Scottish  Arts Club, 24 Rutland
Sq, Edinburgh,  

4/09/18, 6.00pm - Cross-Party Group on
End of Life Choices, Speaker Mark
Hazelwood Scottish Partnership for
Palliative Care please email info@friends-
at-the-end.org.uk to confirm your
attendance  

5/9/18, 9.15am - Conversations about
Death and Dying, Friends at the End
Conference, COSLA Conference Centre,
Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh.  Booking
info to follow. 

CROSS-PARTY GROUP ON
END OF LIFE CHOICES
The Cross Party Group met on 18th April
and heard more about Dignity in Dying’s
True Cost Report. Ally Thomson from
Dignity in Dying spoke about the research
findings and shared the stories of those
who participated.  The next Cross-Party
Group will take place on Tuesday 4th
September at 6pm and will hear from Mark
Hazelwood Scottish Partnership for
Palliative Care and Dr Lonny Shavelson
from Bay Area End of Life Options.  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

INTERNATIONAL NEWS -
HAWAII
The Governor of Hawaii recently signed a
Death with Dignity Bill to allow medical aid in
dying saying ‘We know that our loved ones
will eventually die, but they do not need to
suffer’ more information can be found here. 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS -
NEW ZEALAND
A Bill on assisted dying has passed the first
reading in the New Zealand Parliament and
it’s now being considered by the Justice
Select Committee more info is available
here.  

https://www.friends-at-the-end.org.uk/wp/wp-admin/post.php?post=3808&action=edit
https://www.deathwithdignity.org/states/hawaii/
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2018/03/28/new-zealands-parliament-to-consider-assisted-dying/

